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OCC 8-1365* 

25 August 1956 


FOR: Director of Personnel 

SKBJECT: Disposition of Gifts From Foreign Governments 

mvjardinr 

by rspreueatatiTreo of forel/n I ^ etlt€d to Agones wgilepees 

W««ons, M fluow: You p<« t*o .peciflc 

*>« he 1-ve. aoTSn^s^c^r “ f ° r P ' tUrnlug U *> »U 

hv +h b ‘. ** * dater «in»tioji is node that the gift will be „ * 

fey the Agency, either Indefinite^ or pendin/th* * 

organization, such as the Public si-vi JTaJJT'S!!? t0 e char * table 
(If it were thS T*Z2' ^ ^ 

recipient, such sale would 

«■«««; rauy upon his agreement.) 

2» Article 1, 
reads as follows: 


Section 9, Clause ft, of the Federal Constitution 


And no Person holding 1 ^ ^ <2!f ltoiteA Bta * es * 

Without the ^ 

Office, or Title, otaZZ*Li 22?* f ^ preKent > 
^rtUwsc, or foreign State.” * By iCin4 ^^tever, from any Kin; 


«.tle 5> Section 115, of the (J. S. Code read*: 


con r±L , I! fleat ' decarBt ion, <» other thin- which shall 
ecstr erred or presented by «n V ? nrw < snail be 

the Shi ted States, civil’’ ^ of 

t^reagh the Department of State! and 

person, but such present ^ to individual in 

delivered by the Department of state* °f other shall not be 

of Ctopmaa.* <*P*rtment of State unlese so authorized by act 
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Section 115(a) of that title mis as follows: 

"t be secretary of State is directed to famish to the 75th 
Congress and to each alternate Cengross thereafter a list of those 
retired officers or employees of tbe United States for whom the 
D ep artme nt of S^ate wider the provisions of Section 115 of thi: 

Title, is holding decorations, orders, medals ©r presents tendered 
then by foreign Governments. " 

The President, on April 23, 195^, directed that after that date no rebars U- 

should be submitted for the consent of Congress to accept such gifts for 

anyone except retired personnel. LEG 



We would, of course, have obvious security obstacles to overcoat before 
seeking such legislation. Question h swat be answered In the negative. 
There is no authority for the Agency to dispose of the gifts; they ere 
not Federal property. 

5. Tbe impasse created by this situation — In the State Deparb-crt 
it has become a genuine warehousing problem — together with a policy 
disagr ee m ent within the Executive Branch, In which the Congress has show 
considerable interest, has led to the formation of the Interdepartmental 
Committee on Gifts, of which the General Counsel of this Agency is a 
member. this committee is to recommend legislation to Cortgrees designed 
to solve the many problems incident to administrative control over these 
gifts. E na ct m en t of such legislation is hoped for next session. Wr- 
recommend deferring any further attempts at solution of this problem 
until Congress takes action, which action should provide guides for ue 
to follow within the framework of our particular needs. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I N GTON 


April 13, 1954 


TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS 
AND ESTABLISHMENTS: 


Except as other procedures may be authorized by law, as in the case of 
decorations which may be authorized for military combat or war-time 
service, each department and establishment will hereafter be governed 
by the requirements of the Act of June 27, 1934 (5 U.S.C. 115a) with 
respect to requesting the consent of Congress for retired personnel to 
accept gifts, decorations, awards, or any other thing tendered to them 
by a foreign government. No request shall be submitted hereafter for 
other than retired personnel. 


1. In the month of April, 1954, and one full month before the beginning 
of the Second Session of each alternate Congress thereafter, each agency 
will compile and transmit to the Secretary of State a list of its retired 
personnel for whom the Department of State under the provisions of the 
Act of January 31, 1881 (5 U.S.C. 115) is holding decorations, orders, 
medals, or presents tendered them by foreign governments and for the 
acceptance of which the agency desires to request the consent of the 
Congress. Supporting documentation will be submitted with the list and 
will include the name of the intended recipient, the date on which retired, 
the name of the donor government, the name or title or other identifica- 
tion of the thing to be accepted, and the specific reason for which it was 
tende red. 

2. The Secretary of State will have prepared an omnibus authorizing bill 
covering the retired personnel listed by departments and will transmit 
such bill and consolidated list to the Congress. 

3. Each department and establishment will be prepared to provide, on 
behalf of any such retired person, such further information as the appro- 
priate Committees of the Congress may require with respect to any award 
tendered to such retired personnel. 
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4. Before submitting any consolidated list to the Congress, the Secre- 
tary of State will review the list in order to ascertain if there is any 
objection to the acceptance of any award therein proposed from the point 
of view of the foreign policy of the United States. If there be any such 
objection, the matter may be presented to the President for his decision, 

5. These instructions supersede those of January 6, 1950, with re sjaapp 
to decorations tendered by foreign governments. 
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